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;; It Was a Vacant House ;.
!: That Paid a Good Rental ;

.; By NATHAN B. TOWNSEND . ¦

Johnny Junes, n Maine fiirmcr l>oy.
went to the city to make ii fortune, bur.
Betting stranded, started to {valk home,
B hundred miles, usually sleeping out
of doors.
One nfteniooii while wending his

way eastward along the coast he came
to n handsome' country residence
standing alone. Looking about lilm, he
could not see another house, though
the coast was open In either direction
for several uilles. llut Johnny doubted
if he could get any comfort In the
place, for be could s>ee no evidence of
Its being occupied. The shutters were
closed, not one being left open. Then,
too, there was an old look about the
bouse. The shingles on the roof jvcre
black and crumpled, the woodwork In
places was rotten, and only tlio brick
of which the house was mainly built
was solid.
"If I could get inside," said John to

himself, "I could at least keep warm,
and the night promises to be cold."
He hod on only the thinnest clothing

and shivered as a chill November wind
.truck him. Climbing the fence.the
gate was fastened with a rusty chain
and padlock.he went up on to the
porch and began to look about him for
a means of entrance. He was not long
In finding a shutter with a loose fasten¬
ing and a pane of broken glass behind
it Putting his hand Inside, he unlock¬
ed the sash and raised It.
To bis surprise, the room into which

he looked was furnished. True, there
was a moldy look about the furniture,
but it was of a line quality, though old
fashioned. John climbed over the win¬
dow sill and inspected the furnishings
at closer range. He was In the draw¬
ing loom among damask covered chairs
and sofas and velvet curtains to the
windows. A piano stood at one end.
and John struck the keys. Tie was
Btartled at the breaking of the still¬
ness. It seemed to him that the shades
of those who had once inhabited
this house, who had years ago locked
nnd left it. hud cried out at his in¬
trusion.
John fell to wondering why so much

valuable property was left to rot.
Though young, be considered the flnan-
cial feature connected with it. Had
the property been sold years before it
would have brought what to iiim would
have been a fortune. There must he
some reason why It had been suffered
to sln'-

John hew It-it o<l about spending the
night in so grewgome a place, and had
It not been for the cold without be
would have preferred to sleep under
the stars. As It was, he looked about
for a bed and. though he was Hungry,
finally got on to one of the couches up¬
stairs. But It Beennd to Dim that be
was lying among worms." He took hold
of a coverlet to draw It. over blin. and
it purted through decay. This was too
much for him; be arose-and felt bis
way downstairs and, finding a lounge
covered with leather, though it was
stiff through age, stretched himself.on
It'and fell asleep.
He was awakened during the night

by voices. For a few moments be
could not recall where be was. Then
he listened for the direction of the
sound and cohcludcd that It came from
under Mm. Presently a light flashed
through a crack in the floor. Sliding
off the lounge, be crawled to the crack
and put his ear to it
"We've got to run in some o' these

goods." said one In a man's voice.
"This cellar Is full."
"Why not store the next lot above?"
"What rot: Don't you know we've

taken every pains to keep any one
from looking In hero? Put goods on
tile floor above, and some boy or some
tramp will look ill. see them and re-
|x>rt the fact"

"it's a wonder no one lias got on to
tis as It Is." remarked a third man.

"They've gone arouud this de|x>t often.
Fact Is. it's well known that Crawford
owns it. and Crawford U above sus¬
picion."
"We pa.v lilm enough rent for it"
"Kent lie hanged! He's one of us."
"He tells me the place can't remain

much longer as it is. A number of real
estate men have been to liitn to buy It
They want to tlx It up and make it
pay."
"Crawford is making It pa.v well

enough."
This was the last heard of a dia¬

logue between different men. none of
whom John could see. Me IlearA some¬
thing Tall and thought a holt was shot,
though he could not he sure of tills,
then all was silent again, no lay
awake, thinking alymt what lie hud
heard, but couldn't make out anything
except that the basement was used fin
the storage of goods. Were they stolen
articles? Were they barrels of liquor
manufactured Illegally? The reason
for tlie house remaining iu Its present
condition was apparent. Tills man
Crawford was keeping it for a pur¬
pose. It l»td doubtless long been shut
up aud was not an object of curiosity.
Turning these things over In his mind
John fell asleep again.
When he awoke in the morning the

sun was shining iu through a broken
blind. John arose from his roach and
looked about him. He was In a library.
I'.ook* were on the shelves, but they
were dusty and dingy. He went
through a door into a pantry and
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through the pautrj luto the dining!
room. He opened mnuc rnplmard doors-
in a rain hope of Bulling aorueUilu'g to
eat. There w** nut u crust, and not a
crust bad been there fur years. He
went to the stiiir; iuu<111ir down luto
tlie cellar. tint tlie door separating the
cellar and inufn floor was fustened.
He tried to klcic.lt open. but failed to
make any Impression ou it. '

Leaving the house h.v the window
through which he had entered.- he
looked about the brickwork; Inflow the
first floor. There were but two small
windows. over Iwtli of which boards
had been placed ou the inside: Then-
wan Hot a crack through wlijali he
could look within.
How were the goods taken In''

There were no marks of wheels on the
entrance ruad. indeed, the grass grow
on it as well as on the lawn. The
chaiu and lock ou the gate gave no,
evidence of byvlug been moved In a

long 'While. Toward the ocean a dls-
tance of several hundred yards there
were 110 tracks of any kind. There
wn* no opeuiug from the cellar exee.it
withlu the house. Tills matter of the

i storage of goods was a mystery.
Jolm walked out to the rocks whlct

formed the shore. Here he was uiorr1
at home, for lie had been brought up
near the water. Naturally his eyes fell
upon the Irregularity that marked the
shore. There were many protubcr-
auccs. many Indentations. He de-
scended to the seif level uud. the tide
being at the ebb, noticed a place where
the water washed In under the qocks.
John wondered how far Iti It extended.
He couldn't tell without going lu un-
tier the rock, and this was lmposslblc
without a boat or h raft unless he1
swam, and the water was too cold forj
swimming.
The boy pondered on what he should

do. Should be go on home or remain
and try to solve the mystery? Curiosity
held him. Lie would go back to the
house and see If lie could not loo!-::
Into the cellar through tlie .crack -at
which he hild listened, lie did so. bli¬
the cellar wns too dark for hint to sc<

anything. His mind reverted to tin
overhanging rock, and lie went had
to have another look At it. The risln
tide had partly covered the place, tin:
he knew tluit il would lie iic-nl;
twelve hours before the wilier v.'onlu
give him an opportunity to examine i
again.
He resolved to improve the intervu

by securing a Isiat or building a raft t-
use In his Investigations.' Onlng lo ;

wood near by. he bhw plenty of faliei'
timber, anil after talking Severn
miles to n house where hi- was. givt'i
some breakfast lie returned it:! ar
rled sufficient wimiiI to the shore !
make a Hunt. lie laced l!ie.|tIc«S'N ti*
gether with twigs and wljgll the till
subsided 111 the afternoon put h!> raf
Into tlio water and paddled to 111-
rock in question, i.ylng Mat: be piillii
himself lfl under the Itiiiil s cue two. t>
feet, when lie came to an iron doot
It was fastened with an !¦..¦¦ inul.f whirlt.' helng '-"'¦(¦.--¦ i ww*..:-

cvety tide, wa* so.fust.v thafcJie <k>otfl
uot JDOTe It Ue.Scnttled ont. goi a
.tone. retureA anil by hammering
opened tbe doof. 5here before Ilia lai
a KUbterruneiurpnJfage leading In tbe
direction of tbe house.
Not having n'light; the young discov¬

erer did not attempt to Investigate any
fiirtliSp^&itteaiph^tga^J miun- to
be caught In a^trap by ah incoming
tide, lie got out as quickly tin possibleand! sitting on'k :rock. bethought him¬
self what next, to do: : He concluded
lo gu oil bome-wid consult with Rome
ono about bis find. He was not sure
but that tbere wis something In It for
him. and 1)1; wished-tq Uqd u way to
get IS out. '

John was a secretive boy. and, though
he told about his experiences In tbe
city, he said nothing about the house
by the sua.

_ In a few days, nrmed
with some carpenter's tools and a
candle, be went back to it aud. closing
the shutter behind him through which
lie entered. took up a part of the floor,
went down Into, the celler and fouud
it full of boxes and bales.
B.v tills -tlule it occurred to tbe boy

that the bouse was a storage depot for
smugglers. He found u door in the
collet; leading into tbe passage to tbe
water hud presumed'that tbe goods
were, carried In by that ronte. Re-
placing everything as be had left It, he
made bis way to the nearest port of
entry and. calling for the collector, told
him that he bad discovered a depot for
smuggled goods. He was too smart to
give any clew to it till he bud made
terms with the government. This neces¬
sitated some correspondence between
tbe official* and the government, and
it was Uualty agreed that of any smug¬
gled goods that John should ]>olnt out
to the revenue officers half tbe amount
accruing by eonliscatloii should go to
htm.
These preliminaries having been set-

tied. John led the officers to the house
and showed them the goods. But.
being desirous of capturing the smug¬
glers. they placed a watHi'ln the house!
ami waTted ror them to come again?']
It was several weeks before tbe un-
*i:s|:iH-tl]vi men"-fell Into tbe trap
When they did they found both tbe
egress h.v the passage to the sea uU'd
the one tip Into the house stopped.
They «vrf" ntlMnfcen Just nfterthcy
'mil' deposited a new.' vifluali'.e boat¬
load of goods. |
.lulinny received a snmll fortune for*

!iN Information. He Bedded to go to
eollege and Is TV'\\\ a lawyer with a

good practice. Inquiries :1* to the
lonely home resulted in his learning
iluit the parlies owning it had gone
abroad many years before and left It
In be solfl as It stood. It changed
hands several times without being oc-jcupieil and was finally bought by tile
Crawftnl mentlnniil by the smugglers
as an available depot for smuggled
i:oods. He had grown rich by this
means.

Sicily ha° q population.of 3,072,258,
acording to the census of'lffli.

TH::rvE U a house across the i.
way * '

AVhere last year childish shouts 4 *

!!Bat all!» there toSay >.
Save for the sudi v whispered word. < >

No hotly wrvu'hs with ribbons
gra« i d yIn yond« r windows shall sppear;

*

>So letters in th* frost are traced. ?
They'll have no Christmas tree

year. < ?

There used to ho a sliding place J JJbere in the yard where children < >
played. .< >

By one who had a merry face &
The loudest noise was always 4>

made. x
But not a child is sliding now, a
And all is sadly still today. <i>

A shadow seems to rest somehow &
Upon the hoti.e ucross the way.

No child peers from the window x
there &

To sec the posttnin come and pass. ¦<&
No toys are piled in cornera where
The door* last year were loci.ed, $

alas! %Within the hou^e across the way <&
No pleeeins, festive signs appear. A

They sptak in whispers there today <|>
. And have no thought of Christ-

mas cheer. X
.S. E. Kiwer In Chicago Record- &

Herald £

How to Make
Christmas Sweets

»

THK candy season is again with
us. Iu most families home¬
made candles are an Important
feature of the Christmas fes¬

tivities. Tbe following tested recipes
will be helpful to those who need In¬
struction in tbe pleasurable task of
candy making.
Here is a never falling.fudge recipe:

One-fourth cupful milk, one cupful
sugar?Gutter the size of n walnut. two
squares or two ounces of cliocolu te.
Place on stove tind melt all together
and boil until they i-ilns together In
the water without bong brittle. When
stirring quickly. If the luttom of the
pan Shows and edges suggest augnrl-
uess. ft is getting done. Just before'
taking off the lire add nne-b.ilf tea-
spoonful of vanilla. then beat thor¬
oughly until creamy. I'our into n wall
buttered tihitter and when almost cool
cut into squares. If preferred add
chopped nuts Just before removing
from the lire or form the fudge into
halls while warm and roll in ground
nuts. You may use peanut butter in¬
stead of ordinary butter, especially if
you do not use chopped nuts. Preserv¬
ed Bgs are excellent when coated with
fudge or when mashed and mixed in
fudge while warm.
Two cupfuls of brown sugar boiled

with milk and stirred continually until
it forms a war ball when tested In
cold water makes an excellent candy if
mixed: with chopped raisins.

* Tills Is an Inexpensive delicious
' candy: Grind ooe- capful ot blsnchsd
i almonds and thesame amount of peat
1 nut* In the food ehoitpcr. M«ke a rich
fondant with llfcbt i»rown sugar sndj^
milk. Stir tbo fonJant constantly un-
til it foruis a ball of wax wUeu tested
la cold water. Remove It from tha
.fire and'stir hntll It'foams. A little
cream of tartar will assist In making
It creamy. Pour tbe ground nuts into
the candy and place all on a huttered
pan. While warm cut the candy into
squares. Do not break the pieces
apart until cool. When cold dip each
piece Into melted chocolate, unsweet¬
ened.
A firm, ripe banana cut into ratber

thin slices and dipped In melted sweet

j chocolate is delicious. Plare on oiled
paper and set in cool place to harden.
Dip marshmnllows into melted choco¬

late. roll tliem in ground nuts and set
aside to harden. Marshmallows hasti¬
ly dipped into bard lemon taffy make
a good confection.
Melt unsweetened chocolate In a dou¬

ble pan and dip loaf sugar Into tbe
melted chocolnte and sprinkle tbe
pieces with ground nuls. This is a

good candy to give a child.

O'" '

The Little Fellers
O

L
When you see- the snowflakes flyin* an* the

winter'* come to stay
Watch out fcr the little fellers.make the

Christmas come their way.

II.
Some o* them in lowly places, where the

sky.Is always gray.
Win a smile from little faces.make the

Christmas coinc their way.

III.
Bein' friends to little fellers makes ol* win-

ter seem like May.
Watch out fer 'cm on the life road.make

the Christmas come their way.
.Atlanta Constitution.

All Hail the Child!
By DAVID H. GREER, Protestant

Episcopal B'chop of tho Diocese
of New York.

Christmas Is the day of the child
both in rcntimeiit nnd doctrine. It Is
the dn.v when tbe child Is on the throne
mil when he reigns supreme. Willing¬
ly and gladly, with our girts and pres¬
ents. we pay our tribute to him. For
this one day In the year at least tin-
heart rules the head, and we learn
therefrom tin- lesson which It is the
ultimate nlin of all theological doctrine
:o enforce.that we must as little chll-
lreu enter the kingdom of heaven.

Before nnd After,
They say It comes but once a year
Ain! when It cornea it brines gond cheer.
But what It leaves nlorijr Its trail
1 try to write, but always tall.

.Ronton Herald.
'

Norwegian wood pulp Is being im
ported into Canada.

INDING tilings for the;&y it *

Christmas time maymm more
difficult, although no doubt.Jt*
lias JOstua uuiuy'wunt* 0s blx ~

pretty sister. Silver knives with
good' blades. substantial Key "j
ring!), pencils anil fountain peas
always please. Certain tilings
In the Jewelry line appeal to the
average l>oyt-a case containing
caff buttons ami tie plu to match
or a. good looking watch rob. An
Inspection of the leather shop
displays \ylll soon convluce the
shopper that there are dozens of
things a boy can use nud enjoy. *
Why not give him a leather case
containing a sort felt hat or a

pair of folding slippers! An¬
other case hold; what is called
the vaCtatU^i}tfiji)t££t flat clothes
brush, two mat and trousers
badgers undji, folding shoe horn.
Leather stickpin eases and col¬
our boxes aru ulxo acceptable.
The fastidious boy will not

scoru moupffrapuied haudker-
chiefs, silk socks and attractive
ties. The boy who has arrived
at tho age and stage of caring
about h|s room udU.wv\t college
pillows, p#iJi4J(jet^; -If one
wishes to Invest more money In
the boy's .Christians, there are-
automobile hampers and extra
equipments, cameras, huntlug

^ and flshlug outfits, fleldelassus,
etc. . Evetj boy wants> skates,
fur lined gloves and mufflers.
For the book lover there Is al¬
ways ugoodly store </f books, or
one may have a characteristic
bookplate designed.

A Gift Suggestion.
An ideal gift fur the bachelor Is the

-hnndy'- lm:». containing tags, rubber
bands, labels, thumb tacks, twine.In
fact, almost any article oue might need
la dispatching a package or for tho
hundred and one other conveniences to
which these needful articles may bo
put One bachelor says he derived
more pleasure from one of these boxes
which was <tlv. to him than from al¬
most nay other gift lie could mention.
The boxes coiue *ln vnrious sizes, the
numbef of useful articles contained
varying with the size of tile box. A
gift of this character Is well worth
considering where a personal gift la
lot desirable.

Holiday Music.
If looking for n Christmas tune,
A carol or a glee.

I'd rwommond that timely tune
"Then Yule remember ine."

l.uu.KVlltfl Courier-Journal.

In Geneva, Switzerland, every old
picture and antique must be registered
in the town hall, and Its value stated.
This Is done to protect purchasers of
Rlirth tirllnlno

For Something a little
Different in

MEN'S TOGGERY
Come to the

GLEN ELK TOGGERY
and here you will find many
useful gifts for men-your
question "what will I give
him" will be answered.

THE "DIFFERENT GIFTS"

Cuff Links Caps
Shirts Collars

Neckties Underwear
Gloves Sweaters .

Glen Elk Toggery
Switzer Bros.. Mgrs.

119 N. Fifth St. Glen Elk

In Fitting Men With
Perfect Clothes

We help to give our community a good reputation.
Clothes do not make character, hut they have a de¬
cided influence in shaping it, even tlio' its uncon¬
scious.

Our made-to-measure garments are subdued,
rich, and express correct form. We would like you
to trv a suit or an overcoat made in our wav.

SWITZER BROS.

Sensible Xmas
Presents

The list below abounds with sensible, practical and well chosen suggestions in
the way of Christmas Gifts for Men and Boys.

Men's and Boys' Gifts are best selected in a "man's store," a store that caters
to men's and manish tastes and has found out by experience what, men and bovs
want and like.

This'in its truest sense is a "man's store,'' so come here and make your selec¬
tions, where the largest and choicest things are on display.

Overcoats $12.00 to $35.00
Suits $12.00 to $35.00
Bath Robes $ 5.00 to $12.00
Smoking Jackets $ 5.00 to $10.00
Gloves .$ 1-00 to $ 5.00
Hats $ 1.00 to $ 5.00

Caps. $ .50 to $8.00
Sweaters .7 $ 1.00 to $10.00
Umbrellas $ 1.00 to $ 5.00

Traveling Sets $ 2.00 to $10.00

Handkerchiefs ,ip to $ 1.00
Shirts i .TsXPm^io $ 5.00

j-.v ,.lNeckties $ .60 to $ 2.50
Hand Bags , $! ,4.rO0 to $25.00

; !>'Suit Cases «.r . .$ 1.00 to $20.00
Underwear .50 to $ 5.00
Hosiery .....$ .10 to $ 1.00
Suspenders ..$ .25 to $ 1.00
Waists $ .50 to $ 1.00
Collar Bags $ 1. ..00 to $ 3.00

Most of these goods are put up in attractive Xmas
Boxes. SHOP EARLY.


